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of one family, acknowledging one Father; ar 1 uniting our 
chriſtian affections and efforts, for the ſtability, order, and 
uſefulneſs of the church of Jeſus, and its-minifters !' © 'By 
| particular defire I am called upon, juſt briefly to introduce 
this ſolemn. ſervice, and to aflign our reaſons, as Proteſtant 
Dif ers; far ſuch an obſervance. It is heedleſs, perhaps, 
to inform this auditory, that we do not find. i in the word 
of God, any poſitive command for us formally to ordain: 
that we do not pretend to any ſuperior or ſpiritual au- 
thority over each other, as miniſters of the ſame awed] — 
and that we openly profeſs we can neither communicate 


nor receive from man, any extraordinary gifts.” We wa 


lieve ( with good Mr. Henry, on 1 Tim. i. 120 « that 
putting men into the miniſtry, is the work of Jesvs 
M Curtsr „that he is the ſupreme and only lawgiver 
in the church ;—that ſcripture alone is our rule; and that 
private judgment i is ſacred in religion. While, therefore, 
as to ciuii government, and the lawful authorities of our 
country, we are frank to declare our ſincere allegiance, and 
not only i in words, but i in affection and-condut?, © © to render 
4 unto Cæſar the things which are Cæſar 1 7 -we are 
bound in conſcience, as to the things of God, to «call no 
man maſter upon earth.” Vet, though we are obliged to 
diſallow and reject the impoſing dominion of any Lord- 
biſhop, or of any Lord-brother, i in the preſcription of our 
faith or worſhip; yet we allow, and with, to obſerye,, the 
propriety of religious ſervices, in rejigious concerns: And 
| therefore, - 
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practice, we are met together this ay, to help. each other 
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deſignation of our brother to the work of the miniſtry, - ve 


3 and the intereſting relation now avowed, between him and 
his friends in this city, Were I to chuſe a text to ane“ 1 
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* Sensi Aae ho were this We or ages the 
eſſential character, and neceſſary qualification, . of 

- chriſtian miniſters? Plainly there were no pre- 
requiſites of human greatneſs; no heights of ſcien- 
tific attainments; no attachments of. wealth or 
intereſt: but there were e, dener —. 
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J Moral poodnefs that ie to 47 the men bet Gar” 
for ths evangelic work, were well acquainted with the 


| things of religion. They 'knew and felt the evidences and 
| truths of the goſpel. 4 
vine grace; and their lives correſponded with their PO 
ſion and hopes. They were men of faith, 'of purity, öf | 
devotion, and of love unfeigned, both towards God, and 
| the world : and ſuch” excellence of moral *charatter, we II 
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fication of the church, and for the good of all Le 
this alſo is a moſt capital requiſite in the miniſterial cha- 
racter. This zeal is equally remote from ſelfiſhneſs, the 
love of eaſe, worldly ambition, and overbearing offcjouſ- 
neſs. Where thoſe qualities are found and cultivated, we 
ſuppoſe there is every thing eſſential, eſpecially when com- 
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and how did they ordain, or ſeparate. for the work of 
the goſpel? It is ſaid “ There were in the church 
(i. e. the ſociety of believers) « « at Antioch, certain 

cc prophets and teachers; and as they miniſtered to 

_ © the Lord and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate 
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God who raiſes up and qualifies h his ſervants : he fixes their 
babitation; he inclines their hearts to engage in His work; 
he dixects the attention of his people; and while he calls 
them to his ſervice, promiſes and pars at needful ſupplies 
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g When miniſters as called; and paſtors as virtually ordained. 
For we muſt bear in mind, that ſuch a ſervice as this:gives | 
no freſh ability to our brother: Barnabas and Saul were 
eminent miniſters of the goſpel, before this ſeparationl 
and all intended by us, who unite in the work of this 
day, is, ſolemnly to recognize the calling of our brother, 
as er of his friends election and confidence.) Ps OT 
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ceive the operation of almighty. power. and. ee wil dom: 
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vieh che petſections of God are to be/ſeen-to-the/greateſt © | 


4 glory of the Lord; for Chriſt is « the image of the 5 


F inviſible God.” Nature's diſplay of God is partial t 85 
Revelation exhibits him in all Uis round of rays compleat.” _ 
Through the ſacred humanity of our Lord, the divine per- 


fections are foftened down in à manner ſuited to our feeble _ 


capacity; and inſtead of exciting 'terror, encourage hope, 5 
Here the ſinner may be taugbt what he can learn no where 
__ » elſe, a juſt God and a Savior; the inflexible judge, and _ 
compaſſionate father; the doctrine of remiffiqn, \accept- fo 
ance with God, the ſure and certain hope of a glorious _ 
reſurrection and blifful immortality. *. From the ſublimity + 
and excellency of the doctrines 3 the grace and glory 


the promiſes; the freeneſs of the invitations; the purity 
of the precepts contained in the writings of the Old ang 


New Teſtament; connected with the holineſs andagreement 7 
of the inſpired writers; the accompliſhment of prophecy; 
the diſperſion and preſervation of the Jews; the i ; 

of miracles, and the aſtoniſhing influence of ſcripture doe- 
of 2 Ce, e 


PCP : eee 


3 


« hath from the b 


th 6: alis gun Of ien. l 
< us do well dle bs der Wy 1 


be 1 pens 8474. $904 


; Fro! % 1 1 " 
* $ , : 3 4 N J * wy 
4 dark | 1 155 „„ 
W ö e ee 8 


15 


rg” 
- + iy 548 & 2 


. : $i bag. 9 75 tobe 1 . « the Fate 
4 * "Ba the Holy Gh 0! 


12 


to > IR my own. being,” ie an bieten 0 0 
reality of my exiſtence, If I cannot comprehend i wy 8 
exiſtene A — by ſearching, ſhall I find 755 God!” 
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that the events which take place in the natural and- moral 
world, 3 are objects of the divine purpoſe or decrets. He 


« worketh all things according to. the counſel of his-own 


« will.“ The purpoſes of God I conceive to be ſovereign, 
though not arbitrary; that is, without reaſon: II : 
infinitely wife and good; for if Go purpoſe: or.decree, 
be muſt decree and act like himſelf—an infinitely wiſe and 
gracioys Being. From the word of God [ learn that be- 
levers are. the objects of Jehovah's eternal choice. 0 God 
inning, choſen. you to ſalvation through - 
c ſanQification of the ſpirit, and belief of the truth,” 

Faith and obedience, I conſider, as the effects, and not the 
cauſe of our election. © As. many as were ordained to 
” * eternal, life, e He According as he hath choſen | 
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be the Fa head, and repreſentative of all mankind, 8 
and 5 the conſequences of his obedience or diſobedience, 

id not merely extend to himſelf as zn individual, but to = 
Jp pairs 5  wherefore, by ee he got only 1 
brought himſelf under the awful enalty-of Jehovah's 's law, 5 
and loſt the image and favor of C od; 3 but franſinitted ta 
all his deſcendants univerſal corruption and deprav ity, with - _ 
the proſpect of everlaſting woe. t By * . Kobe. 
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VII. Man havin Seftiopdd him nſelf,, 1 believe God 
| Was pleaſed to reveal ing purpoſe of grace ant mercy, made 1 
Pith Chrift the covenant head” of his people, before” ts 7 | 
commencement of time; which “ covenant is ordere. in "T3 
all things and ſure;“ and ſecures free pardon, full alvation, 
perfect righteouſneſs, the promiſe of the ſpirit, and final 
glory to every believer. To realize this mereiful defi ien; ? 
in the fulneſs of time the Son of God became incarnate, 
aſſuming human nature, with all its ſinleſs infirmities, as 
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| and ruined the empire of Satan, He was buried, and 124 ; 
the third day he bf ſuperior to death and the grave: M- 
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ful influence of the Divine Spirit, called from darkneſs th = 
light; from ſin to holineſs; from Satan to Gd, Their 
underſtandings are illuminated; their wills renewed; their 
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« F. ather; enjoy the kingdom prepared for you'from' belts 
lation of the world. E900] thi [pac 10 
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As S Iam called, by your own e to his — 


dreſs you, on the preſent ſolemn, but pleaſing occafidny 
permit me to turn your attention to a paſſage,” which apa 


peats to me well adapted to impreſs duf mitids, with ſorhs | 


affecting and intereſting ideas, juſtly ap 
of a Goſpel Miniſter, and : a Chriſtian Paſtor, | 


ot 


cable to the wel 2 


_ 2 
The expreſiion to which 1 _ is contaitied 1 * 
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 —THAT THOU SHOUD'ST: SAY UNTO: ME, CARRY THEM 

IN THY-:BoSDM, AS A NURSING FATHER BRARETH 
THE SUCKING CHILD, UNTO THE LAND WHICH nA 
SWAREST UNTO THEIR nnn. 8 | | 


. THESE words are included. in a 1 fr a 
dreſs, which was made to the Lord. by Moſes, in an hour 
of ſingular trial; when he was ready to conclude, that a 
taſk had been aſſigned him, too difficult for him to execute; 
ſo that he almoſt preſumed to remonſtrate with Jehovah 
concerning it: yet they contain a charge, which he ac- 
knowledged had been virtually, if not verbally, given him 
by the God of Iſrael; and which is couched in language 


beautifully deſcriptive of the nature and importance of his 
commiſſion, and eſpecially expreſſive of the greateſt ten- 


derneſs for Iſrael. 
This 
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be dür employment, as to that of Moſes ; though | 


but ſphere of Action is Teſs extchfive| and our hu ſineſs more 


entirely ſpiritual- God is now no Tels careful of the ſouls 


bl his people, than he was then, of the concerns of "Iſrael 


After the” Reh! and it ſurely requires as much attention; | 


5 daeneen And tenderneſs; to conduct chriſtian pilgrims 
througtr a Widernels world to a heavenly Canan; as to 


8 guide the deſcendants of Abraham to the earthly inheri- 
© © tance, promiſed by oath to their fathers. He who, in the 


- ah ays of of coriticted Moſes and his people; and put his 


8 Holy Spikit within him, that he might act as the ſhepherd 
dl his flockz hav gib en us: rie an injunction, and as gra- 
| . ents, to thoſe whom be has made over- 
ſeers of ihe churehz which God wartende bas r xe 


- eſ6us Encothh 


| with his own Blood. 
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Seaſons of eat af may decir, 4 in „ch we may 15 tempt- 
a ed te complain, that our work is too heavy for us, and that 


we cantiot bear the weight of the people alone; but then, 


to reflect on the far Hedvier - trials endured by this man of 
God, who Had the cafe of a whole nation, for forty years 
together, may tent to check odr feadineſs to fepine.— 
With what ingratitude did he meet, from thoſe whom he 
brought forth out of the bouſE bf bondage? How deeply 
were they infeted with the idolatrous cuſtoms of the 


* : + 


Egyptians,? Hoy often did they murmur againſt Moſes, 


and againſt Go 


$&F 


came down from heaven, and was s daily read round their ; 


tents; while they ſuſted for the fiſh, the cucumbers, and 
the melons, the Salo the leeks, and the garlic « of Egypt: 


and for the ſake of ſuch ſenſual gratifications, were ready 


to return to the land of oppreſſion, and deliver themſelves 


again into the hands of their cruel. taſk· maſters? We 
cannot Juſtify the impatience of Moſes, but we may welt 


C acknowledge 


+, appears to me as juſtly p 
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Aeli dias far leſs trials would geh 
the wort part of his language, and thüt v x0 
to aſk God to kill us out of hand, that ve Miet ng 
our wretchedueſs. But under the work d daf | 


and a recolleRiion ec d E 
ſion, manifeſted-on this occaſion; may 
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\. Moſes-himſelf; wheo his. wies was e 
orlinary, periotbaliny qd py gk ledge: the 
loving kindneſs: and d.compaſſigg,of: Lord, bothꝰ'ta him; 
ſelf, and to Tfrael; ; . the. cor a miſſion her | 
highly honorable to, bimſeiß as. we as. cxprefive:ot- A 
vah's pity for his, people: : and, though he execut on. o 
was arduous, ſuch aſſlta nce was afforded 3 neat? EM 
ately by the aſſiſtance of the ſeverity, el e 165 * 1 
24) and immediately by the fupply of the divine; [ 
Moſes was enabled to diſcharge his office:i natort 
credit; and having broughe the chblep-ribey.ta 7 


wh 05 2 2 N BY 5 1 5 "i hd 
The ſame j joys my Ts.” brachte, 1 ft 8858 55 the 
fame grace is ſufficient for us; Jet not the” greatneſs oF oit . 
work diſcourage us, nor the proſpec off *diffeultiesy' tar 
to his, diſmay us; but let us regard the language of Man 
text as the commiſſion. given us Sy the divine. ] edeemer Fe 
(who bought us, and our dear people, with a price 25d 


eternal joy. 


Carry this people in thy 1 t 4 as a PE? father Iv Th 
eth the ſucking child, unto the eee is een to wens 5 
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2. N — its r Dupe Obie 
vo = Be "City" We Hive böch profelled that it was in 
obedlence to Gilivine yall}; wet undertapk to preach the 
nf en ee moved by the Holy Spirit, 
fron Chriſt, and from compaſſion 
o Perling touls, to dete this good work. In this wa way, 
2 mec N been laid upon üs, and Moe mito us, Mn = 
preach . 8 hel. We know that the mänifeſtation 
the ſpirit is given to: every man to profit withal; and . 


1 church, woe unt int unte us i we hide our Lord's talent as in a 
654 napkin, ad do nat. vecupy till he fhall come. To him muſt 
we gie an, account of our ſtewardſhip, who'hath entruſted 
us with the myſteries of God; knowing that as every man 
hath received this gift, ſo "muſt he miniſter the ſame unto 
others, as a good Rica of the manifold grace of God. 
And as the ſame God, who called us to this work in ge- 
neral, hath, by the guidance of his Providence, allotted to 
us our particular ſtations, we cannot interpret the com- 
bined language of his word and providence, reſpecting the 
C2 people 


received Siks, ot mbatever degree, from the head of the 
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. korea, e nb on Gs F Res "jus rot rf bounty OE 
Cronin. my brother, is ente Miue ar 8 
Not like that of Moſes indeed, compreh 
cerns of a nation, nor connected with anyaright 

meddle vith. the ſecular affairs af our people 2. eis See 

merely to their ſpiritual intereſts. 7 = io thay hoe 57 Fe A 

extends not merely io e,coummunicants, belohgin gd 200 
reſpective; churches, that —— | 
office; but to, all. WP9,.2 


jmitate as ho — — himſelf 4 06 btor, bob 
to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians, bot to the 2 0 N 
the unwiſe. laboring | to approje yourlglf.. unto. Gods 8 n 
workman who needeth 1 not to be aſhamed; or likes Soc od I 
bouſholder, bringing « out c ou r tre fury, things n jd olg. I+: . ö 
Let the inhabitants of, 0 and of. .the je eg vil. ak q 
lages, find that God has ſet you here. 25 2 watchman, Wo” £; 
watch for ſouls, Let them who have long known 5 
Lord, be convinced that you are diligently ſtudying bis 
word, to bring forth new ſtores of profitable truth; and 
let the old fundamental and intereſting doctrines, i in par ** 
theſe are well eſtabliſhed, be faithfully repreſented to > 


who have not yet received them. | 71 
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The great eſſentials of religion, the doctrine of falva- 
tion by the blood of the Laws, and by the renewing. of 
the HoLy Sp1R1T, are like daily bread, which muſt never 
be forgotten ; but the whole ſyſtem of faith and duty 1 muſt 
be og more and more to light, if we would edify 4 8 

ſouls 


© + 


as dwell ing in hiv people's —_ 


— t  n e 


"ings. Pee on 
and your barneſf #5 
rich, who! ein? eſe Beech —— 5 
vi Extremis difficulty ; the poor, whb welt be lo wretched | | 


in both wo if ne made heits of the Kingdom; the aged, nr 2 15 .4 
* ſtand on th. *brink of hell, and miſt fall in, if hot 
very ſoot converted; the young, ng ma be ſagery uſe- 
ful, if called by times, and who are the chief objects of our 
hope for the « cofitinuance of the church, after we are ſilent 
in the duſt: All the Claſſes into which we can divide dur 
congregatians, demand our exertions ; and how: ſhould it 
rouſe us to think, every time we preach, that ſome of our; 
hearers are, probably, bearing the laft meſlage we can de- 
n to them from CCG 
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O how interg ding and important is this charge! The 
charge of ſouls already expoſed to eternal miſery ! All the 
evils which accurſed war has inflicted, on them that have 
kalen! in the bloody field, or whoſe mangled carcaſſes have 
gorged 
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4 will be awful, beth for them ; and dr us: but if they arrive 
ſaſely at the heaven y Jetul⸗ m, with what amr wh ſhall 


we meet each other, befote che this one! FT 

Our charge muſt be denn 0 r It is here 
e compared to that of à nurſing father; a cha- 
racter which would be well underſtood among the Iſraelites, 


in the time of their travels through the wilderneſs. Their 
| | " «Jong 
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conſpicuous, When they were firſt hiooght home: 6 | 

may, through that rene be the more in danger 
of temptations to carnal ſecurity. But the longeft expe- 
rience, and the livelieſt=exerciſe. of. e in times paſt, 
imfels to relax our 
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ſlayes.; 792 5 Gally a: ftance fo ehe WIe mitate” 
dhe dilig oy , the | falchfe ulnefs, the. pe, 1 1 ine A boy 8 8 
neſs of n Tino Wit " very friends. 
_ How elſe ſhall ye. kerp "them from beg ' diſcouraged by 
- cauſe of the Way; from n being drawn ae after idols; . 


even from turning back, as it 


How ſhall we afliſt them, 'to ficht aint "that Amalek; 
with whom the Lord hath 2 5 that ke will Have war 1 70 
ever, till he be utterly Seftroyed ?” How, n 2 word, thall 


; EY we conduct them eh to "the heave uy” Caan? You f 


fully conceive, brother; EY import of chere figurative I 
preſſions; and are ready to ſay, Who. i 1 2 ufficient for thiſe | oY 
things? You know that God alone can accompliſh them 5 
but as he condeſcends to employ bis 5 miniſters, i in 5 
his gracious deſigns, and has Siven u us the charge of his 


ns people, as he gave unto Moſes the Gare of conducting an- 


cient Iſrael, let us proceed to ſome further reflections, 


Secondly. On the fring GO to a due alete 


: or our =, & ha truſt, 


Certainl * 


"High, - "Bit he feed n not * — 


54 : F 
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Were, ute Egypt? How 5 F 1 
. ſhall we direct them to the antitype of the brazen ſerpent mM 5 "5-4 f 


by — . — It uſt 
the true chatacter of the God.of Ill, — qorgial foie 
of his. glory with the knowledge of his holy law, i its wide 
extent, ſpirituality, equity and excellence. Thereby it is, 
that we muſt acquire that knowledge of ſin, which is ne- 
ceſſary to prove the . neceſſity. of ſalvation, by a great and 


gracious Ke e And we muſt be able to inſtruct 


ſinners in the way of peace, whereby: they may appro 

to a holy. God, and live; in which, he can be juſt, and yet 
be gracious, to whom he pleaſes, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 
greſſion and ſin, without cleating the guilty; and, without 
injury to his righteouſneſs manifeſting his pardoning mercy; 
to all thoſe who. have entered i into. covenant. with him, by 
pleading that propitiatory ſacriſice, which he himſelf pro- 
vided, to take away ſin. We muſt cultivate an extenſive 
acquaintance with the whole revelation God has made of 
his will; and be able to direct the redeemed of the Lord, 
in all the ways of holineſs. and righteouſneſs, in which they 
| ſhould walk before him, till they entered his promiſed reſt; 
All theſe ſubjects ſhould be underſtood in their harmonious 
connection: that the la may be uſed in ſubſerviency to 
the goſpel; and the goſpel employed for practical putpoſes. 
But for this end, we need to pray, that the ſpirit of judg- 
ment may reſt upon us, to make us of quick underſtand- 
ing in the fear of the Lord, that we may teach our deat 
people the good knowledge of the Lord; that their love 
may abound yet more and more, in knowledge and all 
judgment; that they may prove the Ew that an and 
approve the nh which are excellent. 


Wi Chen * prudence are + high y ee for us, as ws 
as knowledge and judgment; both to aſſiſt us in our ad- 
dreſſes to our hearers, and to regulate our own example. 


It is of great W that a miniſter ſhould know the 
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ade Malen hid . avoid intermeddling | 


with that which does not appertain to his office; and may 

diſcharge his duty, reſpecting all that truly belongs to it, 
in the manner which is the moſt likely to be ſucceſsful. 

It is, for inſtance, our bounden duty to bear teſtimony 
againſt all ſin; and this muſt not be omitted, on account 
of our knowing that ſome of our friends are guilty; but 
if we would be truly uſeful; we muſt forbear thoſe perſo- 
nalities which would point out an individual to great part 
of the aſſembly; and even in our private admonitions; we 
muſt be careful to make it appear that they are not angry 

teproaches, but reproofs dictated by love; and then, if 
men will hold us as enemies for ſpeaking the truth, in real 
gdod - will ta their ſouls, we may leave it with our maſter, | 
to ſupport us under their reſentments; we muſt offend 
any body rather than rim. But while we oppoſe ſin in 
others, may we efpecially mortify it in ourſelves; and be 
mote ſtrict at home than any where: Abſtaining from the 
appearance of evil; concerned to order all our affairs with 
diſcretion and to cut off occaſion from thoſe who ſeek an 
| occaſion againſt us. © As there are many who are ready 
tc to make a miniſter an offender for a word, or the leaſt 
tt inadvertent action, he needs prudence. every where, and 
& in every things Imprudence is one of the greateſt ene- 
c mies to the paſtoral office: and, excepting a gracious 
< heart; no qualification is more neceſſary, for a miniſter; 
* than prudence * | 


 Aſfeduity and dilizence ate very needful for the diſcharge 
of the miniſterial calling. Not only ſhould we be ready to 


preach the word, in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; but we muſt 
apply cloſely t to ſtudy, 1 unite with it fervent prayer. 


* SprING's Sermon, at the ordination of Tuvxsror, i in Som- 
merſwortlt, 1792. 
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Fadertanding! is a well-fpring of life 10 him that hath ĩt; 
but this well is deep, and it is laborious work to draw 
yp theſe liying waters. Clearly to exhibit to our people 
the great truths of religion, and to point out their ſalutarxß 
tendency, to pacify the conſcience, and purify. the heart; 
keeping back nothing that is proſitable; but defending the 

doctrines of the goſpel againſt all oppoſers, and abuſers. f 
them, and guarding our hearers againſt error on either 
hand, is no trivial buſineſs, which may be performed with- 
out exertion or toil. Not only to produce in the pulpit 
chings new and old, but continually to watch over them 
who are committed to our care, endeavoring, i in truly paſ- 
toral viſits, to water private] y, what we had ſown in public, 
requires our utmoſt diligence. And when the name of 
Chriſt is openly diſhonored by his profeſſed followers, his 
miniſters muſt not decline the painful taſk of keeping up 
diſcipline in his church, admoniſhing offenders, and, if they 
cannot be . reclaimed, impartially an f ſuch let. 
perſons from ee, communion. | w 


Fidelity and a ak of reſponſitlity u to 0 our Re are in- 
diſpenſible qualifications of a. miniſter of Jeſus, and will 
carry him through unnumbered. difficulties. Moſes had 
this teſtimony, from God hjnſelf, that he was faithful, ASA 

| ſervant, in all his houſe: though the Son of God himſelf, 
who once appeared in a ſervile character, and as the apoſtle 
and high-prieſt of our profeſſion, became obedient unto 
death, hath in all things the pre- eminence, and is juſtly 
accounted worthy of ſuperior glory, in reſpect of his per- 
fect fidelity, as he is infinitely ſuperior to all the houſehold 
of God in native dignity. His work was unſpeakably more 
arduous than that of Moſes, and execited with ſublimer 
zeal, though with greater abaſement and difficulty, But 
Moſes, who was employed in ſettling that œconomy which ; 
was introductory to a better diſpenſation, was careful to do if 
D2 nothing {| 
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ed us. A ſervants — — greateſt, 
> "off zechſecdelk to the krete fs 


gerd every com el 
lng endure Hardlhips, for his fake, and be fo intent upon 


' baly zurſelves with ertfanebus N 


the hidden things of diſboneſty, not handling the word of” G 
deceitfulh, but” as of fineerity, but as of God, in the fight© my 


WM. 
; and beſt of ma- 
ters, we müſt implicitly obey his will: br, as'foldiers, "who 


and er the Capel of ol Stratton; 
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Ares a8 not to Entangle 
concerns; but mur make it the whole büſineſs of bür 
lives to plesße him, who hatt cheſen us to fetve under his 
banner. God has placed üs, as watchmen on the walls of 


Tion, aq and enjoined that we buld watch for fouls, as thoſe 
Wo muſt give an account ho we' pe "that * 
now that yo confi 
authority, and are well aware; 


would no more excuſe our neglect of the ſpiritual intereſts | 
of our people," than they would"'excuſe the negligence of 


one, who was appointed to keep watch in a city, by night; 


or, who was placed a6 centinel to alarm an army, in caſe of 


the enemies appronch but our criine would be as hich 
more hein6iis, as our charge is of gret 


ter importance. O 
may we both, on our dying beds, be fbüfd pure from" the 
bled of ſouls; and be able to atteſt, that having renounced | 


God, fo ſpeat we in Chriſt; "by the manife/tation wr ang _— 
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With theſe Audis we muſt connect tenderugſt 
and Section. This idea, eſpecially, is beautifully exhibited 


in the text. Carry them, in thy Set as a nurſing Father - | 
7 beuretß 


rok An "this eee 


Matton; 5 


the ſeep! years — — Ky cho-wilinys 
nefs; . An Iſraelite;] we! will: ſappoſe; ſobm aſter he ficlt! be-- 
an only pledge oc eonjugal affettion remains, alternately 


came a father; is beteaved of the delight of his eyes, white 
nee his grief)? How weighty, but how 


intereſting would he feel war charge f which yer he would 
not for alk the wor! | 
wife might he hire to fuekle it; but he himſelf would alſo 


d decline ot transfer! A neiglibor's 


feed it; with the freſheſt marina; and, as much as poſſible, 
take the ear of ir * himſelf, | However long and tedious his 
1 by day, pa 

therlefs: babe,*riot-only' Heht, but pleaſant: and at 
ove be would lay it to reſt in his own beſom. When 
God vjſited the ſins pf Iſrael with fiery ſerpents, which bit 


them, ſo that much of the people died; how would this 


nurſing father feel his anxiety increaſed | His only ſon 


would ſcarce ever be off his knee, in the tent; never out 
of his boſom on their journeys: and iß in ſpite of all his 
precautions, a ſerpent had bitten his darling child; its dead- | 


ly poiſon was ſpreading rapidly through his veins, he began 


to be conyulſed, and nothing but the remedy preſeribed 


by the merciful Jehovah,” could ſave him from the agonies 
of death; how would the father run, and hold him up in 


bis arms, gently forcing open his cloſing eyes, to vie he 


brazen ſerpent? With what gratitude would his boſom 


glow, when he perceived his infant inſtantly revive? How . 
would he, after this recovery, purſue his courſe with re- 
newed vigor; and though he knew himſelf doomed to fall 
in the wilderneſs, he would fondly anticipate his offspring's 


future poſſelfon of the promiſed land; and that hope 
would counterbalance all his preſent affiction and toil. 


O my brother, this is the pattern we are "I * the 
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tal affection would mate ihe burden of | 
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| — ——— + glory We find Pauly in 5 
thei New Teſtament, applying like ſimilitudes, to repreſent 
e which he, and his brethren, felt for their con- 5 

He tells the Theſſalonians, ee nee 5 
ee as NURSE: cheriſboth ber children: fo being aß, 
frflionately deferous of you, we were willing to have imparted 
unte you, not the goſpel God only, but alſo our own, fouls, 
becauſe ye were dear unto us. Ye know, how we exharted, 
and comforted, and charged every one of you, as d FATHER 


bis children, that ye ſhould wall worthy: of ods. who. bath” 55 


called us to his kingdom and glory. - Surely. miniſters have 
ſpecial reaſon to take to themſelves the charge given ta 
the churches, Let all your things be done in love. Genuine 
benevolence ſhould evidently diffuſe itſelf, through all our 
ſermons, gur prayers, our warnings,. our reproofs, ou 
whole converſation and conduct. It was a lovely charac- 
ter, which, I was long ago informed, was given by a deiſ- 
tical phyſician, of the late Dr. Gillies, of Glaſgow : he, 
faid, '* He believed that John Gillies would be glad to 
e carry all mankind, in his boſom, to the kingdom of hea- 
Even.” May the enemies of the e Never 1 "oy 
| thing worſe to wy of ny my me bes oe e WP" 


Patience and niet will any Gas you this hn 
cere affection: and the patience and meekneſs of chriſtian 
miniſters will be often tried. Moſes, the meekeſt of all 
men, had enough to do, to bear with the frowardneſs of 
Iſrael. We have ſeen an end of all human perfection, and 
this context ſhews us his patience nearly worn out: I 
fear, brother, ours would be found far more defective, in 
mugh ſmaller trials. But what parent would abandon his 
peeviſh child in a waſte howling wilderneſs? What miniſ- 


| - Th ap abe are — Sy 
fician of ſouls, muſt expect delirious patients to give many . 
provocations to their tendereſt friends. We muſt, there - 
fore, not be eaſily moved to reſentment, by unkindnaſs and 


injuries; but inſtead of being overcome 
bor to overcome evil with good. Let u e e 
Lord's loving kindneſs. to us ; ; what. patience and long · ſuf- 


fering he has diſplayed, ever ſince. we. entered his ſervice; 
and, if he hath. kept us in his family, and now called us to 
bear an honorable office in his church, verily, wo.mult a ac- 


: * 


un ah: * enen nen me 


— en ee . dal be daily 


called to exereiſe; and without them, it will be impoſlible 


to continue ſteadfaſt in the work of the Lord. In the 


ſtrength of grace, we muſt be determined not to forſake 
the flocks, of which the Holy Spirit has made us overſeers, 


in the time of danger: that is the time when the hireling 


fleeth, but it is our beſt opportunity to ſhew our lohe to 


the Lord, and to his people. Then it is, that like David, 
we muſt venture our lives for the ſheep; or rather, muſt 


ſhew that we have the very mind of his Son and Lord, 


who bought both us, and them, with his precious blood. 
If we are duly impreſſed with the glory of his diſintereſted 


love, who laid down his life for us, it will not appear an 


extravagant inference, of the beloved John, that tue ay 
ther providence ſhall literally call us to this duty, or not, 


may we ſhew that we have the temper from which it 


would aſſuredly bus: * feeling the force of that 


obſervation, 
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rage others to caſt their care upon him, who carethy ſo ab- 


eee, ——— not the things that 
Ob, but the things" that be men: And —— 
began to inulcate/the abſolute neceflity Sand 

bearing the croſs, upon all his diſciples; -* Let us lo 


of felf-denialy; 


therefore, to him who endured the contradiction of 


againſt himſelf, ſuſtaining the eros, andUchpifing the ſhaiie, 
for the ſake of bur falvationz"ahd may his love conſtrain 


us to ſpend, and be ſpent, if we may but ſu the in- 
tereſt of Werl wal and bear chem, as in out boſomsz 
to the Paraliſe of Nee 1 | As O 4 I „ {4 Ly i 21 not 
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Lady, Faith ms i cs u will be found. needs 
ful for us, throughout the whole of our pilgrimage; that 


| we may hold on our way, and finiſh our own courſe with 


fathers, to others. - Often-has the Lord tried bis miniſters 


with outward ſtraights, but never has he deſerted. them. 


Many are their inward conflicts, but grace ſhall make them 
more than conquerors. : Both their external trials, a 
their ſpirĩtual exerciſes, are commonly means of their ac: 
quiring the tongue of the learned, that they may know how 
to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him that is weary, and comfort 
thoſe who are caft down; with the conſolations where with 
they themſelves are comforted by God. Thus are they en— 
abled to atteſt; from experience, that he can furniſſi à table 
in the wilderneſs, and open ſtreams in the deſart. They 
can ſet their ſeals to the truth of his promiſes, and encou- 


fectionately for them. And us to all the dangers and dif- 
culties of their miniſterial work, the Lord, by the ſupply 


of his ſpirit, communicates wiſdom and grace; that they 
g _— make a ſtand againſt the enemies of his 
"i ruth ; 3 | 5 


'Y 


24 


ee en, enen n 
8 , ROE. FR : 2 8 
* | finally rfl: S725 * . 7 


hind. - Oit the Morives and kMeobnAETMANUTB, | 
which ſhould induce | us to perſevere i in our ks deten 
ſtanding the difficulties which may a attend it, hag Fe 
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" Confider; my deur brother die OY a0 ave; tht : 
ire committed to your affeRionate bogard: They are 4 
people peculiarij the Lord s. Moſes, When bis patience. 
was nearly exhauſtedz ſaid, Have I conceived all this peo- 
ple? HaveTbegtten them that thoi! fHould'ſt ſay unto'me, 
Carry them in thy boſom? Ke. Bät Moſes: ited more 
in character; as a man of God t 4 former period; when 
their being Gop's people was 4 weightler"confideration 
2 him; than if he himſelf Had been their immediate fa- 
| "Exod: XXI Tag Scarcely ever did mers Ii 
8 . ſich diſintereſted ben e, "as lie then exet npli-. 
fied. O that we may thus care” for our dear people, as 
being God's pedple; wilom he hath -formed; and is ſtill 
forming, for himſelf, that they may fhrw" forth hir praiſes 
while we hope that he who gathereth the outcaſts of Iſrael, 
Will gather others to himſelf; beſides thoſe whom he- hath 3 
already gathered; arid that; By bur inffriimentllity, he wilt = 
enlarge the frontiers of his viſible 5. eget and # 5 on Us | 
accompliſh the number of bis Uli6ſen.” ns Lats 
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Tue 3 whente ad ud bringhs chi ova BS 
had great weight with Moſesz dt the time to which I haare 
juſt referred: and ſo it hould with us. He has brought 
but his ſpiritual Iſrael; from worſe bondage than Tirael after 


the fleſh b had felt in Egypt; and has herein given à ſupe- 
= - . rior 
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arial gat; the aſton 6 is 
mighty arm. And, I truſts,you-will ſoon find ſome, among 
your own, congregation, of whom it may be truly. ſaid, ms 
you were the honored. inſtrument of their happy deliverance - 
from the yoke of their tyrannic lord. This ſurely will en 
hance your earneſt ſokoitude, that e be "OY con- | 
duSted to. . N We, n 24-FOF-DY oft POIUIE 
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"Refill, thay Ger pecvlir people, w were not EY: re- TED 


redeemed from Pharoat' s oruel domining 3 dot bern 
alſo redeemed, from. deſerved deſituction by an invaluable 
rice. God had done great things for thoſe whom he en- 
truſted to Moſes, but now, God incgrnate has /uffrred 
greater things, for thoſe whom he has committed to, you, 
Be who has given you charge concerning them, baughe 
bath. them, and you, with his o blood. Were either of 
us, brother, to neglect the church of God, hom muſt it 
awaken the diſpleaſure of our bleſſed Lord! Might he 
not aſk us, Did 1 die for theſe. precious ſouls, and will | 
you refuſe to labor for them? Did I ſuffer; ſo much, for 
them, and are you unwilling. to ſuffer alittle for their ſakes? 
Did I bear the curſe, in their ſtead; and will not Don en 
dure « light croſs, for their benefit t Aa 8 j 


b dne, chat you Lara. is 1 4d with 
theirs, The more they thrive in vital godlineſs, the more 
they will pray for you, ſympathize with you, and help you., 
Thoſe ſubjects, which would. be moſt ,edifying,, and. that 

manner of treating them, which would be moſt intereſt- 
ing to them, will tend moſt to your perſonal, ediſication. 
If they are fed with chaff, leanneſs awaits your on ſoul; 
moſt likely to do them eſſential ſervice. Then you, and 
* ſhall at once experience divine light, irtadiating your 
| minds; | 


drain 7 N +492. W —_ 2 
u e e FFF os Ter n 
=_ Lee müdes f iguſly, that i our hearts are not con- 
ſtantly ſet upon our people's welfare, eur r. work. i is. likely 
to become 4 ſnare to ourſelves. Being officially converſant 
with the things of God, from day to day; they Will either 
make 4 Jeoper iinptethon ori us, that on others, or they 
will affect us ſo much the 4%; and we hall” become the 
more indifferent towards them, through their being ſo ha- 
bitually taken into out lips: fat be us, as well as to our 
hearers, the word will be either a favor of life; or of death. 
| Befides, as our reſearches lead us, tot? chan pifvate” ehtiC- | 
tians, ws attend to theological - - cotittoverſics; - and te notice 
the obechinns that are utged againſt the truth; if we ure 
not continually mating uſe of the truth, we''ſhall-be-wore 
likely then woſt others, to be turned aßds ſrem it Alf, 
if we are hot profitabie to our heartts; "wie fall thoſt'pros 
| bably prove prejadictl to the + It is next to inifoſible 
that a minlſter {ould do, neither goody nor harm But 
how awful woulFir be for us, to-miſlead the ſouls of men; 
and inſtead of alluring them to Chriſt, to dtaw them eff 
from his genuine goſpel, or prejudice them againſt it! Be- 
ſides, if we look not well to bur on hearts; and ure not 
truly concerned for our people's etification} db with- in 
various reſpects, do s harm; and it may g6 IN-Vith us 95 
for their ſakes. IT we aim not heartily: at making them 
more ſpiritually minded, they will make Us toe eafthly 
minded, If we pluck them Hot out of the het, they will 
draw us into a ſnare, It was fad for Moſes, through his 
impatience in the day of provocation, to be himſelf ex- 
cluded from the earthly Canaan, aſter he had led a Whole 
nation to its borders: but how much more awful would it | 
be, to be exeluded the heavenly Canaan, after bejn em- 
E 2 > "ploy 
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iat an apoſtle counted it epd +0 nme 10 rn OY 
| Jealouſy, left alter preaching unts' others de himſelf ould 5 
be a cat away. ee eh algo: e, ear; 33: aft, 15 
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Let the dangers.of the wildarne ig which we, and our | 
people. are Kill expoſed, awaken, our | ſolicityd e for their 
ſaſety. Here a roaring; lion prowleth about, fon ne hot 
he may devour may We reſiſt him ſtedfaſt in | 
and encourage. our people ſo to do, . This i is 2 12150 

darkneſt, like the ſhadow of deathz let us urge them cloſe] ly 
to follow the pillar of fire, that Soth e 195 3 to gi 15 
chem light in thejr pilgrimage. It is 4. land of, drought, 
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and of harrenneſs zu bat God, by! his miniſters, fre 
bis people with heswanly manna, and with water. from 
Chriſt the true rok. They are travelling through, a lang 
infelted with fiery ſerpents ; we need ta direct them to ee 
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again and again, to him, who, was. typified: by that. ſerpent 
of braſs N lifted. up in, the, Wilderneſs, Engr - 
aarrals them all the way, often making. open 
redes and at other [times more dangerouſly, vexing 
them by their wiles z. we muſt lift up our bands for them to 
God, as Moles did during the battle, with Amalck, and enr 
 gourage them t9.;truſt;jn. the; Captain of the Lord's hots, 
and to take to them the whole armor. of God, Surely they 
need a faithful, ſkilful, com aſſionate guide, 1 — thal Carr 
them jn his boſom, as a nurſing father peareih the ſucking 
child, tl they enjoy the 18 i chem em, by the 
9 and « oath of Jehovah, _ , 
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Sink not under aeg agent BY ay; as Moſes 6nce 
| ad, $0. my Lord, ſent, by th bund of him iy whom thai wil 
fend. For you have been called to an office the nb 1, me 


* moſt Important, the moſt benevolent, that” can be eftriſted 
to 
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tions eee ————— be, 
generally employs thoſe as inſtruments of vengeance to de- 
ſtroy mens bodies, whom he means alſo to deſtroy; an 
| though they” have ſubſer ved his righteous purpoſes, yet as 
they aimed at. a very different end from lis, they have 
after wards been puniſhed for. their conduct (Iſa. x. 5—15, 
Hol. i. 4): but on the other band, he commonly employs 
thoſe as inſtruments of mercy, to fave mens ſouls, whom 
dae intends to be themſelves partakers of his great ſalvatibl. 
Lou, my brother, art not called. to kill mens bodies, but 
to fave their ſouls; not to burn down their dwellings, 
but to prevent their dwellins with everlatikiy 'burnings. 
The work'of 'a golpel miniſter i the in to thi 
work of Jeſus Chriſt of any Work in tue world: He bs 
ſet us an etample the moſt perfect, bo dreck u dir the Ul 
charge of it; though it was wiſely « | | 
great ſuccbnz zn fits mitte 40 Weh 6s mer be Had 4 Wil 
higher end "hi boring its the world. ity He preathet* the 
goſpel to teach us how to Preach it; bur he died 16) Fung 
away our fns, "which was work" none Could a büt Himſelf. 
We, indeed, ſeparatc from him, cart do nothing; but he 
bas ſaid; 2% grate ir ſufficient fir” "thee. Paul Matelf a 
no more ſuffefency of his o, than you, "or J. And it 
was for the fake of rica Minis} as much as of the 
apoſtles, that Jeſus Chrift declared, L / am bits you of- 
way, to the end of the world. Vou haveapoſtolic authotity | 
to apply to yourſelf, and to every true believer, the ptomile 
once made to Joſhua, I'M never Jeu” "abr Heel thee. 
Therefore, my beloved br Ether, B. rong in in the Fac 
that i is in 'is git Je Feſus : and when you kave "the "deepeſt 


convietion =, 


— x REC — — - 5 = = \ _ 1 — — 
n == — — TR PSS FRES \ - \ - _— \ \ \ =_ — , 
\ = — = r_—_ = _ l — 5 vp oth, JIN 3 15.1 2755 8 - n , 4 CRETE *r * 
= \ = \ —_ > Þ ot l 1 : 2 ; 5" n 1 „ — — d - . © > Ig 8 : $368 = : 8 * — [OO [RE = wy 
— ˙¾‚• (ogg rec ra CT IIS of rr nip og FR 1 : 2 — _ E 2 
ne - . —_ * * 2 "=, * - — 7 2 — #1 fa 1% _— —— — — S. n 2 
- * - 
a 22 5 — 4 N * * " 9 - E 2 — rr — Ge * — . : _ 2 2 8 
— — - ” F * — E A 4 — —— — 2— 8 EY 557 3 _— = - Se I-51 IIS Ins p | CAT TE”. Sa. — 1 — — 
— — — 5 N 4 —_ N N 827 2 =. > 
bs 7 o 
% ” a 
* 


ne 3 eden tent e 
wind Hou, — Jehovab, inſtead of bei en 


hs hav ranight ga wok: ee ends of the world are 


come, to hope for more glorious diſplays of all-conqueriug 


grace, than ever the jewiſh, or eren the primitive chriſtian 
world beheld. Let then the tuatehmen 
mention of the name of Jehovah; ut deep filence; nor dt 
bim reſt in ente, tiil be eflabliſþ Feruſulim, and make ber = Ol 
a praiſe in the earth; The huſband and redeemer of the 


church, ſhall: ſoon be called the G of the: whole: earth. 


The glory of the Loru ſhall be revealed; and all f ſhall 
WM en r —_ ren 4 the Lord hath ſpoken it. 


Ya. conclude ; 1 would rewind you that you | ſhall fare g 
the heavenly inheritance, with thoſe whoſe guide. and con- 5 
ductor you are nom appointed. The great and precious 
promiſes of the goſpel, which en e refult.of the divine 


caumſil and are confirmed by the oath of God, enſure an 


inheritance incarruptible and undefiled,, and, that fadeth not 
away, to all true believers. The land of Canaan, flowing 
with milk. and honey, the glory of all. lands, while the 


bleſſing of the Lord was upon it, was only a ſhadow of that 5 


perfect felicity that awaits all the redeemed. And, unlike 
the children of Iſrael, your 'toils ſhall end as ſoon, as you 
enter the promiſed land; Death, is the laſt. enemy, and 
death itſelf is conquered, and ſhall be ſwallowed up in 


victory. In that day, when the greater part of the mighty 


potentates of the earth, ſhall tremble at the recalle&tion 
of all their boaſted victories, and of the myriads they had 


ſacrificed to Abaddon ; when, they ſhall. cry to the moun- 


tains and rocks to fall. on them, and hide. them from 


| wrath of the Lamb, in the day 5 he maketh N 5 


for blood ; ; then you, my brother, I truft, like/the other 
„„ 


Zion, ho make 


5 5 py clini) whom you bad, directed 10 the fountain 
opened for ſin and uncleanngfs; an you hall ſay, wih 
humble grateful tranſport/ Behold, Lord, hefe am I, and 
here are the children thou haſt given me, whom 1 bore in 
my boſom, as a nurſing father his ſucking child, in the 
wilderneſs; through thy grace, are we now arrived at the 
inheritance thou haſt pr and prepared. With them, 
you ſhall enter eee Lord, and ſurely the 
eternal happineſs of every individual, to Whoſe converſion - 
and ſalvation your miniſtry was rendered ſubſervient, wi 
make a ſenſible and OP Moen, < N your Own... 


May all chele motives, and many more e which the wp 
of God exhibits. ts our viewy be. deoply i impreſſed on your 
heart, and mine! And may the peculiar” happineſs. you 
enjoy, in the cordial. friendſhip, and chriſtian harmony, 
which ſubſiſts between you, and our henored brother, 
the paſtor of the ehurch which aſſembles ftatedly within 
theſe walls, and between his people, and thoſe that are 
committed to your care, never ſaffer the-JeaſFinterryption 
but may it prove an additional” exeitement, to be always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. This union, ſo na- 
tural an effect of divine grace, though ſeldem ſeen through 
the influence of deplorable infirmity, affords peeuliar plea- 
fure to all the friends of religion, who are here from '4 
diſtance; and excites to unite in prayer, that the minifters 
and people of both congregations, continuing, to purſue. the 
nobleſt of all deſigns, the glory of God, and the ſalvation 
of the ſouls of men, a large harveſt of converts may be 
gathered in unto God from. this neighborhood, and though, 
at times, you. may ſow. in tears, may: you hatin at laſt reap | 
with | Joy cr N Lange. : 
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years would have attached-a' greater weight to his advice]. 
but ſince you have requeſted: me to undertake this part 
of the ſolenin ſervice of the day, I will endeavor,” with 
affectionate fidelity; to diſcharge it; ho hoping, that the Head 
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In the ſixty- eighth pſalm, the prophet having in de 
be illuſtrious conqueror, thus celebrates his triumphs : 
v. 18, “ Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led cap- 
« tivity captive, thou haſt received gifts for men.” This 
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1 1 When o our Lord 2581 his laſt 4adruftions t to his ape. 5 

3 tles, he encouraged them And" their ſucceſſors to obedience, 
by promiſing to be with them alway, even to the end of 
1 time. He ſoon began to fulfil this promiſe, when on the 
|. day of Pentecoſt he ſo. remarkably « endued them with 

| ce power from on high,” and attended their miniſtry Witn 
[ ſuch wonderful efficacy, that the very perſons who were 
1 hardened under the groans of the Maſter, now melt under 
5 the words of his ſervants, and joyfully become the 1 2 
ples of him whom they had crucihed, 
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E princes, the terror 'of artnics, the pride of learning, the 
ignorance of the barbarian, the prejudices. of the Jew; 
nor the threatning 1 nor the torment of | ſcourges, racks, or 
fires, could preyent its-preVaerice; and, though the in- 
Krume employed in its propagation were, for the. moſt 
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in his ſervice, and ſealed the truth they had propagated 
with their blood; The church was bereaved of thoſe pre- 
cious gifts of 8 rift, whilſt ſome of its members were 
martyred, with their paſtors, and others lived to bewail 
their loſs; but, whilſt the enemy was thus impoveriſhing 
the city of God, Jesus was (e leading captivity captive; 
and, with the ſpoils: he took- from the foe, he ſtil] enriched 
and adorned Jeruſalem. Thoſe who erewhile where 
« breathin out threatning and laughter“ againſt the men 
who called” on the. Savior's name, were ſubdued by the 


power of his grace, and became ( preachers: of the faith 
« they had once deſtroyed. If the Jews ſtone STEPHEN, 
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en Eb ater lads on the af tections and 
reſpect of a people than other good men; yet, it is as che 

gifts of Cbril, that they demand peculiar regard. As _ 
zs they conduct themſelues in a manner worthy: the exalted 
office they ſuſtain, ſo long their Maſter faith unto them, 1 
He that receiveth you, receiveth me; and the becom- 
ing or unbecoming conduct of weir people to them, 
Chriſt conſiders as to himfelf, and will tay reſpecting both | 
the one and the other, at laſt, 60 Inaſmuch as yo did it 

te unto one of, the t 275 "theſe _ 1 ye * it 
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| Foſſeſt with chis iden 1 Bilder you⁰ will Is 
always "diſpoſed to view: his perſon and his miniſtty in the 
moſt favorable light; and ſhould you perceive an imper- 
fection in your paſtor ( for to abſolute perfection what mo- 
dern paſtor can pretend, when an apoftte difclaimed it ?) 
you will either bury it in his virtues, or cover it with the 
mantle o your own 1 affections. VCC 
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As the gift of Chriſt 1 you, your miniſter Sands ing, 
relation intereſting and intimate—he is become as it were 
your property; but this, ſo far from allow ing you to treat 
him with ſeverity or negled, is deſigned to endear him to 
you the more; for no man is ſuppoſed to e hate his own 

e fleſh, but on the contrary to nouriſh and cheriſh it, even 
« as the Lord the church.” Indeed, when a man devotes 
his time, with his bodily and mental powers for a peoples 
good, equity to him, requires the. return of affection and 
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falling ſhower, and the” clear; ſhining of the Jun after rain, 
the wintry. old and the Hümmer beats, ace their reſpec- 
tive uſes; nor can you ſuppoſe, that the grea K Head ef the 
Church bath called our brother by his grace put him into 
the miniſtry. and given him to you as a paſtor, without 
having in view ſome important end. It will now be your 
wiſdom, as ĩt is your duty, te conſider ſeriouſiy what that 
end rn be ea wendete have it auſwered. 
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the text, & Aol the perfecting of the ſaints, for the N 
ec of the migiſt y, for the edifying of the body af Chris? 
that is, nos for your inerenſe in numbers oply, Werte cr 
| 1 in wiſdom, and goodneſs: Now "your 
duties, my brethren, are conſequent on your paſtory.: if he 
be a teacher, you muſt be learners; if he have a building to 
erect, yo muſt be fellow laborers; and, unleſs von be 
wanting in the duties of your ſtations, you may ee 
that the divine" bleſling Os AERO and, 
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tion ann you muſt be much in prayer for your mi- 
niſter: His work is great, and the neceſſary qualifications 
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brethren eur point is not "ined: without Pa * of hat 755 = 
on renovation 'of the whole ſoul! 4 converſion' from the 

ns er of Satan unto God . But whois ſufficient Ge Able 95 We 
. things ? Can Human energy effect em? Nay, my brethren, 1 

0 we are compelled to own that wwe are not ſufficient of 
« ourſelves to do any thing as of ourſelves all our ſuffi- 
« ciency is of God.” Were all the moral virtues and 
ſupernatual endowments, which have ever adorned the 
faint, 
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kit, or b diflinguiſhed the + candid ed it © 
chriſtian paſtor, neither will believers' be improved, n r ſin- 
ners converted without the preſence, the power, and the - 
grace of Chriſt! In vain we enter the pulpit— in vain f 
we perſuade—e exhort—we beſeech e reprove we | 
warn or we invite the word will never come with a 
faving power; unleſs it « come in the Holy Ghoſt,” - A” | 
faithful addreſs to a guilty. conſcience. may make a Romay 
governor | tremble ; and; & the manifeſtation of the trut Fa 
may alnoñ perſuade 4 jewiſh monarch to become 4 
« chriſtiinz” but to bring a ſinner from ic darkneſs to leb 2 
« —to tranſlate: him from the kingdom of Satan, into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son to conſtitute thoſe who- 
were “aliens from lrael, without hope and without God 
«in the world, fellow citizens with the ſaints and of the | 
« houſhold of God,” is a work; which it would be pre- 
ſumption for an archangel to undertake; and can only be 
accompliſhed by him with whom © nothing is impoſſible. Te 
Our only encouragement to. labor, and our only hope of 
ſucceſs, ariſe from the promiſe of God, and as a mean of 
enjoying it, the prayers of our people. My e dear brethren, 
you had better diſpoſe of your paſtor to ſome other church, 
unleſs you have a heart to pray for kim. * 
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-If you would anſwer 188 00 of ſuch a gift, make oF 
your min une s work as eaſy io him as. you' can. I do not 
mean by abridging the duties of his office, but by rendering | 
him as eaſy; both in preparing for them, and engaging in 
them, as you are able. In proportion as his heart is in 
the work of God, ſo may that work be expected to proſ- 
per in his hand: it muſt be your care to prevent or re- 
move, as much as poſſible, whatever might divert his 
mind from the immediate concerns of that relation in 
which he now ſtands to you; that, as the 2 poſtle adviſes 


Timothy, he may © give himſelf wholly to them,” of liter= 
ally | 
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governor-t tremble ; and; © the manifeſtation of the truth, 


may almoft- perſuade. a. jewiſh monarch to become 4 


« to tranſlate: him from the Kingdom f Satan, into the 
kingdom of God's dear Sohn to conſtitute thoſe Who 


« houſhold of God,” i is a work; which it would be pre- 


accompliſhed by him with whom © nothing is impoſſible.” 


: 
ma a 
* 


> * — 
Va 7 + 8 * i» 4 
23 3 8 ps * - 
_ watts, * x ak r * >. 
2 8 >, 8 "A a 


enjoying it, the prayers bf our people My dear brethren, 


As, N 


2 — [ + REAR ES 4 1 4 oY > : N 3 888 3 ant * 
> * r * a "SO >, : F Is "$4 „ * » 3 
+ s & 7 8 5 „ . 8 - I 338 . oy Pe * # 3 A be OS 3 . 8 * *. 7 e WS £ * - D Pa 
7 a 1 n, A 5 0 a f 8 San Sx 8 * 8 n Wes % 
* he x ad ou 3 "nth 8 x 6. n 1 4 3 7 3 A "= 
"8; & * 5 , * 1 4 K 3 


_ unleſs yo! have a heart to pray for bim. 


EE 3 * 


* 15 you would anſwer the end of ſuch a i, hab; 
your min niſter 's work as eaſy to him as. yon can. I do not 


him as eaſy; both in preparing for them, and engaging in 
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ſumption for an archangel to undertake 3 and can only be + % 
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n all” anxieties teſpecting his dome! 


- Kiiptiins! with berge 2 1 De ye not We 
faith the apoſtle, 1 Cor, ix. 13, 14, „ that they which *1 
te niſter about holy things, live of the things of the temple ? 
« And they who wait at the altar are partakets of the 
& altar? Even fo HTH TAE Lord oxDaiveD, that 
« they who preach the goſpel, ſhould live of the goſpel,” 
and verſe 11, „ Tf we have fown unto you ſpiritual things, 


0 Fi is it a great thing if ve Thall 125 you” carnal wings 8 


Such Nugusge is this nc our jodgments; while 


it binds our conſcience :—it is the language, not. merely 
of authority; but of juſtice ; ; and, whilſt it forbids our diſ- 


that to obey, 


obedience, it compels us to acknowledge, 


is our reaſonable ſervice ; eſpecially when we conſider, that 
: had the man, who conlecrates himſelf” to the good of this 


chariical or ane line, he might have been as euch 


1 their ſuperior i in opulence, 3 as s he i is now in theology. 


„Int besswbs CN er re GE; 
as an apology for the ſcanty pittance of à paſtor, that he 
conſented to receive ſuch a ſtipend, when firſt he ſettled 


with his people: — Perhaps be woe and it it might be 
enough 
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CY enough. 25 bie FAT | 


_ of faxllys is ſo dear to a ſtudious 


Re” Ez A *. : 
ble fupg art then, nN it 27 5 
be that both hig family and the ebenes orf living, have. been 


; doubled Vn Wy Where, ſuch, men, rule. the affairs, of a 
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cen d b Week N te ut. 
alter comforettÞ And reſpectable ſupportꝭ in this city; 


and will take care to keep your miniſter ee | 
7 er he, er eye _ e ie h Dog th . 


0% Ys m"_ 1 not 81 to ao your 
miniſter an ele e but muſt alſo, as far as poſ- 
üble, Wü yourſelves | From I. ab er on foe _ ; 

N othing, next to the What's of. Cwiſt, and lde intereſt 
tors as. time 3,,and,; 2 
miniſter who, thinks lightly of its value, ae an igno- 
rance and indolence, Which, if A MV eee 
dalle both his gurt 5 e, 
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A ſtudious, habit, as ou have wie 29 is ende 
to a ſtated miniſter. A lively imagination may ſerve an 
itinerant; but when a man becomes ſtationary, and 


preaches three or ſour times a Week to the ſame people, 


unleſs he be induſtrious in furniſhing his mind, his ſervices 
will ſoon become inſipid, void of ſolidity, 


frought with 
tautology, and unfit. for edification, And what is the 
reſult? Why, the thoughtful, hearers. muſt either abide 
with diſſatisfaction, or in grief retire ; whilſt the ignorant 
are kept in their ignorance, and remain babes, when, under 
a judicious OR "_ "wy ow . * 1 8 in 


| « Chriſt,” - 5 


Am I not now ſeaking be paſtor ? No. Fes 
ren, be has had better advice than 1 can give him. 8 
to 


to Jour 0 wait to © 8 e you _ Mas? 4 * 3 FEY 

you ſhould "promote a ſtüudious habit in your. winiter? | 
| allow him every inch of time he wants: neither call. UB 

lia nor Expect hint. to call uc you for no ee pur 
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FEE t 6 
As you love him, ſo, no doubt, you. will feel a Oar it 
his company; but let him chooſe his own times for ſeeing 5 
you; and do not accuſe him of criminal negligence, "RE 
viſits are leſs pins than you- expect: Perhaps at the © EY 

very moment. of e diſappointment, he was ſtudying 
ſomething againlt the Lord's- day for your. .cale —perhaps : 
at the moment that you are cenſuring him for my 11 5 
he i is wreſtling with God for. vou in his cloſet . 


I a paſtor devote thoſe hours to the theatre, he 458 I 
table, or the race-ground, which ought to be given to his 5 
people, God forbid 1 ſhould become his apologiſt z but to & 
apologize for a ſtudious miniſter, is always juſt, and often 
neceſſary; ſuch an one; and ſuch only, will anſwer to _—_ : 
character of the predicted paſtor, who ſhould « © feed his 
« flock with knowledge and underſtanding? 6 = or 


#4 


« I, own heart.” we SA 
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13 m yen enn ab oh of „ you. 
— duly attend upon the ſaered ordinantes that he ad- 
niſlert. Without this, your profiting will be hardly pol- 
ſible.” Irregular attendance will not on! prevent your 
own improvement; but prove a pernicious example to 
others, and greatly diſcourage © your miniſter. Painful 
indeed] when a man has been laboring a week to get food 
for the ſouls of his people, to ſee them turn their backs 
upon it when it is ſet before them; 3 and, in effect, amen 

a it unworthy their acceptance. | 


Nor ſhould you only avoid 60 late attendance | 


elle practice as diſgraceful to thoſe who : are found in it, 
ay 
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25 it it is Giturbing 8 the congregition en which 


tees of the: world might, if theſe dilatory attendants on Ta- 


cred ordinances were not loft. to ſhame, put them to the 5 


bluſh. Look into places of amuſement, my brethren, and 
long before the bagatelles of the evening begin io be ex- 

hibited, you will ſee the ſeats occupied, and the ſpecte tors 
waiting. O my God! how few, do the miniſters ot the 
fanQuary find thus waiting for tee! Say,, my brethren," 


is it ſeemly that the God of this world ſhould glory: over | 


the God of heaven; and fay, © my worſhippers, are more 
hal chan thine 2 and 121 you aft F his triumphs? 


| wi a 12 4 very few adi 1 wilt Sahil 85 
02 ay, ü that 10 juſt apology can be made for this indecent prac- 
fice. Have you families that require your attendarice ? 
Rife but a quarter of an hour ſooner, and you will 50 
longer find an inconvenience there. The excuſes that ate 
derived from food or dreſs, are ſo inconſiſtent with ne 

religion, that to ſuppoſe them in a chriſtian ſociety | would 
be abſurd: the man who can neglect the honor of his 

God, and the intereſts of his ſoul, to gratifyʒ either the 
interior or the exterior of his body, wants ſomething more 


than he pra to «© turn auen rom: 95 0 derten 
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* unleſs you ſeriouſly attend to min e e 
and W e in am. e big bella 
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* e; A the 1 of prayer or 13 
to behold people ſtaring about them with vacant. counte- 
nances, 88 men the. indevotion of their} hearts! 


unſeaſonably. intrude themſelves; and "inſulting te ped 15 
Maker, on-whoſe worſhi p:they ſet ſo little value, and whoſe 
authority they treat wich | fo kale reverence, The deve- 
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ren, I rest that this' may "not: * ihe 5 y ith 700, 


lis is. not the time” f Jo 


_. public ſervice, but wnite in tbem, 
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nor et ou. merely attend fo the devotional 9 parts 5 ; = ; 


\the_exerci@ of a critical taſte; por is the intercourſe of of a 


on, with his PLE judged 15 the rules of ; ancient o or, 


9 bf pe br RIES Frys 129 2693 w wi * N ee wa Fox Nac 
Aach ße unſeemly for people. to be gazing. upon Fr 


SHIT IAN "whiſpering, ſmiling, e or r engine, when the . 
meſſages. .of falyation are delivered! i Is it thus that crimi- 


nals receive the news of pardon ? EN it thus that babies 


receive the, mandates. of their prince 0. it thus that 
chriſtians hear the goſpel of the Savior? Never, T in 


FF traſt, mi Pur meer wann (eh PTY in 227 | 
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BY You nagot improve the gift 7 2 N un 
you cordially embrace the truth he delivers, and ziel to the, 


100 reprogi he Pau hah 11. the. A e 8 
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Wt > "0 158 "TER this day. publicly i to * 
with hig miniſtry, it is a warrantable preſumption that you 
conſider. what he delivers, as. evangelic truth : but miniſ- 


One may be living in habits of iniquity, whilſt he is care- 


leſsly haſtening to everlaſting burnings another may be 
diſtreſſed under recent awakenings—a third may want in- 


rethren, that ſuch oy : 
or ip. God AD who « « { worlhip Ho in a 1 | 


3 . 


5 


terial wifdom and fidelity, require much variety in the mode 
of repreſenting and enforcing it. Ina congregation of any 
ſize, the circumſtances of the hearers will greatly vary. 


ſtruction about coming to Chriſt—a fourth may be ſtrug- 


gling with temptation—a fifth, burdened with heavy af- 


fliction a ſixth may be rejoicing in the God of his ſalva- 
n eee ſoventh may have Wales Bs TAE by ſome 


awful 


« 35 Py 


awful cee have brought a reproach- 

profeſſed. Now, amidſt this variety; is i 

niſter, who, is © to give to every man his portion! of. meat 

in que ſeaſon,” to be always inſiſting upon one topic; or 
aiming at one character only And would it not be highly 


unreaſonable for; an individual. to complain, and fag, © My T0 


« miniſter has neg glected me to-day ! * Give y your miniſter 
credit for this, Be as he. has had the py experience, fo | 
he muſt be the, beſt judge of what is ſeaſonable; ; and ra- 
ther water his miniſtry, with Jour, 1 chan blacken. it 
by 3 your. PO: 9 75 e 
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Should y you, my bene ben We ue is . 
ſecting the human character, diſcover ſome darling in in 


your boſom, hitherto concealed from your notice, 3 \ 15 


offended at the preacher—he did not put it there, Of 
ä yourſelves be aſhamed - with yourſelves be offended—of 
your own, heart ſay, © It is deſperately wicked Pit but thank 
the honeſt man who diſcovered to 294; the, en before it | 


cave the mortal bite, adit a4 a br 


SHAH 


Sans it is that ſuch advice ſhould be Af 
inſtances have occurred, and not a few, of perſons ho 
have turned moſt bitter adverſaries to their, miniſtex—for 
what ? only « for telling them the truth!“ The love of 
deluſion is an ancient feature in the human character. 
e Propheſy ſmooth things,” ſaid the people, c who would 
“ not hear the law. ef the Lord; propheſy deceits:” the 
falſe prophets obeyed, and “ the We * At: e * 
< both fel into the ditch.” hab: woo e 8 a 


There i is one ee Bleſſed Fan God! "fn * 
us habitual ſatisfaction. When we diſcharge our office 
with idelitys we <« manifeſt ourſelves to the conſciences 8 
> men,“ although it frequently oecaſion the loſs of their 
. N affection: 
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| 4 Who accuſes n me, conviets. me; and. condemns 155 
Uo 1 "who loves my foul too well | to. ſuffer me to 80 0 
In fir in, unfe proved, through fear c of giving | me offenes; who | 
"draws the line with. accuracy, between the delufivns of 
Fi fancy, and the impreſſions of grace; ; who pürfues me from.» 


one hiding place to anther, until I am driven from every 
7 1 of lies; who gives me no reſt volt he i ah 23 
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mat as this, receive him as an angel from heaven; and 
prize ſuch a paſtor as one of the moſt wann e chat. 


can be 2 8 wu to the cons 
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What 


| Give; me the preacher « — ack” that 
*. ey who have believed, be careful to maintain goo * 
e works;“ Who inſiſts, that a life of peace and communſon 
| with God, is utterly abhorrent to the practice of iniquity; 
and faithfully reminds me, that « if I — Tae 4 uy : 
8 * abound, my damnation i is 5 juſt,” dh 156 


Give me the ponies: who, W not e fpch my 60 2 
wht, but alſo for my increaſe in grace; who cautions me 
< reproves me, rebukes me, exhorts me with all long-ſuf- | 
« fering and doctrine; who charges me © to give all di- 
ligence to add to my faith, virtue; and to virtue, 
« < knowlege and to knowlege, temperance; and to tem. 

«'perance; patience; and to patience, godlineſs; and to 
c — brotherly kindneſs; and to brotherly kindneſs, 
Brethren, if Chriſt have given you ſuch a 


only iniah Oh 06 a het, May you fd Top 
in your paſtor a more permanent and inſſuential lu y1 | 
As the rays of 'the-ſun-perietrate the frozen earth, lobſen 
the clods; and call forth the verdure,-the- beauty, and the 


fruitfalneſs of the plant-3ſo;. beneath the divine /blofling; 
may the faithful diſcourſes of our brother ſink into your 
hearts, detach them from the embraces of the me and 5 


| " 75 th. be fruiful in * * jd OR rob 
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1 . ee fonds l best . ith ner dm en Th 
of the ſpeaker, doth nothing z he that ſends. him amy 

with admiration. of himſelf, doth worſe than nothing; but 

he that ſends him away penetrated with conviction, ſelf. - 

accuſed, ſelf-abhorred, crying for mercy to mages 
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my brethren, that the more faithful your paſtor is, the 
more you may honor him as a man of principle, and prize 
bit ene en —ͤ— fs 


| You will find it rieveliry, not rely nai 
againſt entertaining any unbecoming ſentiments of yout- 
miniſter ; but alſo to diſcountenance every appearance of it 
in others: for one-complaining, diſſatisfied member in a 
religious ſociety; if encouraged by the reſt; will be like 
the poĩſon in the blood, or the leaven in the meal, which 
ſecretly. but effectually inſinuates itſelf; until the whole maſs. 
be contaminated.- © Mark them,” ſays the apoſtle, « who 
 cauſs-divifions) en you, and avoid them; for they 
H ce * ny 


"am d. A g 

Ae boom hems” and whe! 
Wor. give the fincereſt proof 
put from the church, 25 ghe Ca Fa the can 


"of penitence, Kt. : 55 
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Erde eee ye been 1040 * 1e . 
What is an unwor e N * ade foci? At 
Wins bear dies e | 
in a garden of lilies ! O that each 0 may be preornes 
from en e ge of God! 
C((Cͤãĩͤ- vb or ee N W. 
** Vou muſt e be concerned to n 0 
the church, but to be growing 
Juſtly doth the apoſtle repreſent e miniſterial 
ſtruction, by the effects of the tontinual nouriſhment, =. | 
«gti gp a tender nurſe upon the body of a 
healthy child. - Chriſty faith he; hath given-paſtors'and = 
teachers, At ye y grow up unto a perfect man==te' 
| © the meaſure df the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſti“ 
You ſee, brethren, Chrift is the ſtandard of chriſtian matu- 
rity. Before we are born from above,” we are all in the 
likeneſs of the firſt; the fallen Adam: In regeneratiom ]- 
are formed anew, but we are brought enn 1 ander 
character is imperfect: Every gradatio ſen 
blance of the firſt Adam; to the likeneſs bre this 
adding another cubit to our ſpiritual ſtature; but we ſhall 
never be perfect men, until we attain to © the Fulngſs of 
« Chriſty”? and for that we muſt wait till tc we ſee him as 


9 bei is.“ In this world there is Wye! room to advance; 
i : let 
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« ſincere! mth of the bs a. an hereby. 0 
We on earth would that church de alt hoſe 
* were thus © growing up unte the head, even Cht 
or to ſollow the apoſtle in a figure of greater boldneſs, | 
not leſs expreſfion, forgetting the! things, thi hrs band, x 
« and reaching forth to thoſe Which are before, were 
« preſſing tawards the mark for. the. prize of their r high 
* n Gad, in Cui 4 Sr e Hour 5 el 
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G . ce ee ron al her cities, to; gaze on 5 


« « Behold? br run * — not as incertainly tend | 
& not as thoſe who beat the air they ie not t 08 2 or- ä 
te ruptible cron but an incorruptible, a eroyn of righte 
te ouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous judge, ſhall give 
ef them in that day. O, my brethren, Ariue to be the 
moſt zealous, the moſt affectionate, the moſt holy people 
in all the world. Let your proſiting appear unto all 
f men; then alſo ſhall your teacher, with pious pen 
i erer Alen, re e eee n vain. 
FFF IF „ Oe v9 $03 
1 f "The laſt. wing: 1 * recommend, 2 whe | 
5 to improye the gift of Ohtit⸗ is to render him as e. 
tenſive a. bleſſing as you can. He is given by Chriſt « to 
« edify,” that is, to byild.the church of God, to put more 
ſtones into the ſacred. edifice, that the ſuperſtructure. may. 
riſe until it become a co t temple for the. Fee, | 


"ha ng en „ univerſal, is the win 
of every chriſtian, and the inereaſe of a particular chriſ- 
tian ſociety, ought to be purſued by each member of it: 
By ſcek pots wy; brethren, -to au igment your congregation 
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bers from'wnher: open f 
proper, in ſuch caſes, to tale no keg whatever "pil he 
45 1 who _ the eh reno hd referred to th 
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cieties, whoſe great aim ſhould have been to c walk in * 
any to «6 Raw together | for the faith of the goſpel.” 75 "IT 4 f 


| of Chriſt i in this city, by the ſingular circumſtances of e 
” ing proſpect. It is not a common caſe for a miniſter to 


to another in the ſame town. In ſome. inſtances, indeed, 
It has not been neceffary ; but in others, too often the one 


on the e be before way deſert 


too often been the diſgrace and the torment of . ſo- 


5 


17 we , may judge of Nie en among the di hes. 


proſent day, we may warmly congratulate you on the open- 


be ordained over one congregation, in the houſe belonging 


have been too haughty to aſk, or the other too unkind to 


| grant. With joy I contemplate al you, my brethren, as ril. 


ing above the government of theſe unlovely tempers; 


and moſt ſincerely do 1 pray, that you may ever conſider 


yourſelves as members but of one family, though you'find' 


it Fopvenient ta occupy | different apartments. 


| |" Whence then ſhall you ſeek for additions? "From 
whence your Lord directe you from the highways and 
hedges—-from the unawakened, the careleſs, the prophane: 
* 4 , A a OO * By 


A 4 | 7 a * ps ve. A 5 N ky ED . * . 
IT *q vintage 8 205 * 17 87 Kues 2 7 3 . * 1055 T% * "4 { 4 . | 2 
. Invite the ſtrangers all around ly ned | 
Tour pious. march to n. a ek 1 
” And ſpread the ſentiments feel | „„ . | 
Ned TO e divine,” theo ; | 
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ae your miniſter in n aa 
boring villages'; ; get houſes opened and regiſtered for him 
to preach in; uſe your” influence in bringing perſons to 
hear; countenance him by your attendance, when he 
makes theſe evangelical excurſions; and when, either at 
home or abroad, you perceive perſons affected under the 
word, ſpeak to them, introduce them to the miniſter, en- 
courage their attendance, comfort them under the perſecu- ; 
tions to which they may be expoſed for the fake of religion; 5 
and finally, ſhould they decidedly appear renewed perſons, 53 
and be deſirous of partaking with you of the privileges 15 
of church-fellowſhip, let no unneceſſary, no unſcriptural 1 
delay, prevent their admiſſion to the table of the Lord. 
Thus will you hold up the hands of your paſtor, become 
bleſſings both to the church and to the world, and prove 
that you have not received the gift of Chriſt i in vain, Ty 
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F inally; ce If there be any conſolation in Chriſt; if any | 
ce fellowſhip of the ſpirit; if any comfort of love; if any 
« bowels and mercies, fulfil ye your paſtor's joy :” that 


beholding row 1 improvement in every amiable temper,. 
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them” yearn. towards yo ri poor, ignorant, ungodly neighbors. Alas ; 
there is but a ſtep betwixt them and death and hell; and if they die 


unregenerate, they are loſt for ever, - Have you hearts of rock, that 


cannot pity men in ſuch a caſe as this? If you believe not the word 


of God, and the danger of finners, why are you chriſtians yourſelves ? 


If you do believe it, why do you not beſtir you to the helping of others | 


Do you not care who i is damned, ſb you be ſaved ? If fo, you have 
as much cauſe to pity yourſelves; for it is a frame of ſpirit utterly in- 


conſiſtent with grace. But hath God had much mercy on you, and 


will you have no mercy on your poor neighbors ? You need not go 
far to find objects for your pity : Look but into your ſtreets, or into 
the next houſe to you, and you will probably find ſome. ' Have you 
never an ignorant, an unregenerate neighbor, that ſets his heart below, 


and neglecteth eternity? O what. bleſſed place do you live in where 


there is none ſuch ! If there be not ſome of them in thine own family, 


it is well ; and yet art thou filent ? Doſt thou live cloſe by them or 


labor with them, or travel with them, or fit ſtill and talk with them, 
and ſay nothing to them of their ſouls, or the life to come? If their 


houſes were on fire, thou wouldeſt run and help them, and wilt thou 4 


not help them when their ſouls are almoſt at the fire of hell? If thou 
kneweſt but a remedy for their bodily diſeaſes thou would'ſt tell it 
them, or elſe thou would'ſ judge thyſelf guilty of their death; what 


| ſhall we ſay then of them who know of the remedy for curing ſouls, 


and do not reveal it, and perſuade men to make uſe of it! Is it not 
hypocriſy to pray daily for' their converſion and ſalvation, and never 
once endeavor to procure it? Alas! that your prayers and your prac- 
tice ſhould ſo much diſagree ! How forward are hypocrites in their ſa - 
crifice, and how backward to ſhew mercy ! how forward to cenſure 
miniſters for * their duties; yea, to Tour more from one 

miniſter 
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miniſter, exempts them from all obligation to perſonal acki in pro.. 
moting the intereſts of religion in the orf. To the-ſerjous eng- 
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